
 
 
Olmsted-inspired Lake Front Park Finally Under Consideration in Buffalo 
By Laura Kirkpatrick, Freelance Writer and Member, Steering Committee of the 21st Century Park on the 
Outer Harbor  

 
In 1887, acting on the advice of Frederick Law Olmsted, Buffalo’s Common Council 
passed a resolution proposing a park on the Eastern shore of Lake Erie, just slightly 
south of the city.  No action followed. Fast-forward almost 150 years, and Buffalo 
may get its Olmsted inspired lake front park.  Originally constructed to serve the 
shipping industry on the western terminus of the Erie Canal, 130 manmade acres of 
land lie dormant and are now a Brownfield Opportunity Area, ripe for revitalization.  
A park in this location would reflect Olmsted’s vision as laid out in his Plan for Public 
Park on the Flats South of Buffalo.  It would also connect Lake Erie to the 850 acres of 
Olmsted parks, parkways and circles still preserved within the city as well as the 
Niagara River Greenway, a green trail of shoreline from Lake Ontario to Lake Erie.  
 
 Leading the advocacy for this park has been former NAOP member Joan Bozer, a co-
chair of the 21st Century Park on the Outer Harbor group.  This group has been 
advocating for the preservation Olmsted’s legacy by the creation of a modern 
sustainable park, under the guidance of Olmsted expert and NAOP member Frank 
Kowsky, author of The Best Planned City in the World: Olmsted Vaux and the Buffalo 
Park System.  This summer, the state of New York, who controls the land through the 
Erie Canal Harbor Development Corporation (ECHDC), will be presenting a revised 
plan.  The plan released previously, which placed heavy emphasis on development 
and proposed up to 2,100 new housing units, met with strong public disapproval.  
After years of false starts, New York state stands poised to build a park which 
benefits Buffalo as an economic resource and brings the improved quality of life 
Olmsted proposed. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 


